probable that Manicheeism did no more than Christianity towards the purification of the empire. Augustine seems to have felt some enthusiasm for his new religion, or rather philosophy, during the next few years. We may generously decline to take quite literally his later lament in the De dono perseverantite that he 'had devastated the Catholic faith,' but he won over a number of his friends to Manicheeism; whatever evil he achieved in that way was fully atoned by his later treatment of his old religion. For a few years he was genuinely captivated by the fine simplicity and plausibility of its main gospel. The Manichees rejected the Old Testament, and they encouraged youths like Augustine to make merry over the lives of the patriarchs ; this also he atoned for later on by his ' mystic' treatment of their Oriental ways, though they long eluded even his respectful efforts to explain. Presently we shall find him looking more critically into the system. For the moment it succeeded where Christianity had failed. He wanted a religion which should explain the world to him, and the Manicheans
